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remarkable will (iccha) of the Lord.6 The Lord is
Omniscient and is not a mere witness or a passive
spectator. His remarkable Lordship consists in His total
independence and absolute control over everything with
no other extraneous force directing Him. The creation
of the universe, Parasara makes it clear, is in accordance
with the peculiar karman (karmavaicitn) of the individual
souls concerned. This, however, does not impair the
Lord's independence.7 In another statement, Parasara says
that the creation of the universe which consists in alloting
different kinds of bodies to creatures in accordance with
their own karma, points only to the Lord's remarkable
compassion for them. Otherwise, they would have been
lying without any distinction of name and form from
matter which is insentient, at the time of cosmic
dissolution. It is only out of His own free will (iccha)
and inability to bear the sight of the sad plight of the
creatures that He made prakrti evolve into different
tattva-s^ At the time of cosmic dissolution the universe
of   cit   and   acit   becomes   dormant   (pralaya-
samaya-suptam) in a very minute part of His own body.
When He so wills He would effortlessly project the cit
and acit like a peacock spanning out his beautiful tail.9

CREATION AS THE SPORT OF THE LORD

In his VSB, Parasara while explaining the name
pradhanapurusesvarah (name no. 20) points out that the
entire cosmic activity of creation, sustenance and
dissolution is but a mere sport for the Lord. By His
own maya (wonderful power) the Lord binds those beings
who stray away from the path of virtue. Again He releases .
those who surrender to Him.

This sport of the Lord is meant to please His consort
LaksmL Accordingly in. his SGRK (sl. 19) Parasara ,